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EDITORS PAGE 


Firstly, I would like to thank Victoria Fyffe for typing this issue of 


Whirrakee. 


Graham and Diane Hill have been on holiday in Coffs Har- 


bour which meant we were without our regular typist, and without our 


orchid illustrator. 
been held over for a month. 


on 1983/1984 subscriptions. 
details.) 


This is why the next part of the orchid series has 
Secondly, thanks are due to those members 
who returned questionnaires last month. 
ences expressed were helpful to the Committee in arriving at a decision -— 
(See the Committee Report on p.20 for 

Because this issue is rather fuller than most, I have been 


The comments made and prefer- 


spared the need to fill a whole page, because I need the space for the 


details of the Mt. Korong excursion (see below). 


However, I will use = 


the remaining space to list the nominations for office bearers received 


at the August General Meeting. 
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MOUNT KORONG EXCURSION: Weekend of September I7/I8. Leader: Eric 
Wilkinson, 
Campsite: The Lands Department picnic area at the southern base of Mt. 


Korong, just off the Wedderburn-Serpentine Road. There is a dam nearby 
from which washing water can be obtained, but you will need to bring 
drinking water. The club toilet will be erected but there are no other 
facilities. This will be a bush camp, but the site is close enough to 
be reached easily by day visitors, in about 50 minutes or so from 
Bendigo. Mosquitoes could be a problem, so don't forget repellent. 


Access: This is a bit of a problem because of roadworks. I have con- 
tacted the Shire of Korong, who recommend access from the west, along 
the Wedderburn-Serpentine Road. This road is closed at the normal 
access point from the east because the road has been slushed up by rain 
during reconstruction work. Therefore, it will be necessary to con- 
tinue on the Calder Highway from Inglewood for 20.9 km and then turn 
hard right on to the Serpentine Road. Drive around the "road closed! 
Sign (with the Shire's blessing) and you will be on bitumen for 3.4 
km until the railway crossing. Continue straight ahead on good gravel 
for I.7 km, and turn in at the Lands Dept. Scenic Reserve sign. The 
roadworks start beyond this point. The 4.4 km extra will be well 
worth the effort, and keep you out of trouble. 


Programme : . 

Saturday morning - setting up camp and informal activities 

Saturday afternoon - excursion by car through area west of Mt. Korong to 
examine geological features, Callitris preissii, and possible Peppermint 
Box. Return to camp in time for birdwatching, plant listing etc. 

Mammal survey by spotlight in evening. 

Sunday morning - the main botanical survey effort, plus birdwatching 
Sunday afternoon - identifying and listing plants; reviewing bird 
lists. 


BIRDS OF HEARD ISLAVD, AUSTRALIAY ANTARCTIC TERRITORY 


aqBD ig ite’ By pees Tee FACES ORS 


In the" simmer mE Tos3y > was pacers to -be- ‘a pene ofa: 
private expedition to Heard Island. The I7” expeditioners, consis- 
ting of I3 men and 4 women, included amateur radio engineers, 
scientists, mountaineers and-a film crew. The Heard Island DX 
sepaciaston chartered the "'S.S. Cheynes II, a-former whale chaser, 
for the ‘expedition. At the same time, ‘another private expedition | 
sailed to Heard. Island on the yacht "Anaconda II" and: BENS “Bhs 
second ascent of Heard Island's mQuneaas HEtg Ben". 


cee sdand: is the highest and. eres tetantt in the- 
Indian Ocean, situated at 53°06'S, ise 30'E, about midway between 
_ Capetown and Perth and II00 km:north of: the Antarctic Continent. | - 
‘The Antarctic Convergence =s\ 180 km to the north of Heard Island in 
summer. The island is roughly circular, being 42 km from NW to SSE 
and 24 km in diameter. It is virtually a mountain rising from the 
ocean. The dome-shaped volcanic cone is known as "Big Ben", and 
from it rises the more recent. active cone of Mawson Peak, 2745m high.. 
Ninety percent of -thé- island is sice-covered and more than-half of . 
_ the coastline consists of the terminal ice cliffs.:of the glaciers. «> ' 
The average temperature throughout thé year is only 0.5 °C. The 
climate is cold, windy and wet with frequent gales. However, during 
our two-week stay on thé island in February 1983,.-two fine days with 
a maximum recorded temperaturé of 12°C were experienced. Vegetation 
in the ice-free areas’ consists mainly of the cushion plant azorélla 
(Azorella selago), tussock grass (Poa cookii), Kerguelen cabbage 
(Pringlea antiscorbutica), and mosses and lichens. There are no 
trees or shrubs. Giant kelp is found along the coast. No introduced 
plants or eaten are SPE to have been es cabal ietets ws 


The Rinse siglfting of Heard Island: is attributed ye Been Ken A 
on the 27th November, 1833. However, it was not until 1853, when | 
Captain Heard published his: discovery of the island, that the loca- 
tion was recorded with any degree of accuracy. The: first landing on 
Heard Island was in 1855, and the last sealers left the island in 
I929. A scientific base. was established by: the Australian National 
Antarctic Research Expeditions (A.N.A.R E.) in 1947; and it was 
manned continuously until closed in 1955. Since then, Heard Island 
has been visited by scientists and mountaineers on several occasions, 
with two private cupeag tions visiting he seuaasel in late PES, : 


Because of the extent 65 glaciation, ‘ently ena areas of Heard 
Island are suitable for the breeding of birds. The population is: 
typically antarctic with 20 species having been recorded as breeding 
on the island (Table I). During our visit in February, 1983, the 
coastline from Erratic Point in South West Bay to West Cape on the 
Laurens Peninsula, and Rogers Head Peninsula to Jacka Valley was 
surveyed. The following species were observed breeding: Gentoo 
Penguin (Pygoscelis papua), Rockhopper Penguin (Eudyptes ebzySOcome) 
Macaroni Penguin | (Budyptes chrysolophus), Black-browed Albatross 
(Diomedea melanophrys), Light-mantled Sooty Albatross (Phoebetria 
palpebrata), Southern Giant-Petrel (Macronectes giganteus), Lesser. 
Sheathbill (Chicnis minor), Great Skua (Stercorarias skua), Kelp 
Gull (Larus dominicenus) ava the Antarctic Prion Gachyptila. 


desolata). Observations were made of the King Penguin (Aptenodytes 
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Sx Gales 
Patagonicus), Cape Petrel (Daption capense), Wilson's Storm-Petrel 
Oceanites oceanicus), Blue-eyed Shag (Phalacrocorax atriceps) and 
the Antarctic Tern (Sterna vittata), but their breeding sites were 
not examined, MIOLT 2D : : iy 


The Macaroni is the most abundant penguin forming large, dense. 
rookeries on the scree slopes of Laurens Peninsula and Rogers. Head 
Peninsula. The largest rookery visited was below the southern slopes 
of Mt. Olsen on Laurens Peninsula, where hundreds of thousands of 
birds were nesting. Rookeries have well developed landing areas and 
walk-ways to provide access to and from the sea. A striking example 
of a penguin walk-way was found at the western end of the Mt. Olsen 
screes where a "penguin road" traversed the steep hillside, leading to 
rookeries higher up. The Rockhopper Penguin was usually found in 
association with the Macaroni on the scree slopes but it was also 
found in larval caves, notably on the Rogers Head Peninsula. 


Gentoo Penguins nest close to the sea on the Poa tussocks. 
They. change their rookery site every year after denuding an area the. 
previous summer. Well established rookeries were visited at Wharf. 
Point, West Bay, Erratic Point and Jacka Valley. The Wharf Point 
rookery has recently been re-established. It was present in I947 
when A.N.A.R.E. first established its base on the island, but the 
Gentoos abandoned the rookery soon after, probably because of inter- 
ference from huskies kept at the camp. With the absence of man and 
his huskies, the birds have returned to their old rookery site. 


Three species of albatross breed at Heard Island: the Black- . 
browed Albatross, the Light-mantled Sooty Albatross and the Wandering 
Albatross (Diomedea.exulans). In February, 1983, Black-browed 
Albatrosses were seen nesting on cliff edges about 200m above sea 
level on Laurens Peninsula. A large rookery with I53 chicks was 
visited at Jacka Valley. Light-mantled Sooty Albatrosses were re-_ 
corded at varying heights on exposed ledges of most of the cliffs 
of Mt. Andree and Laurens Peninsula. Nesting sites consisted of one - 
to three chicks. One Wandering Albatross was recorded breeding on 
Heard Island in I980 by Dr. G. W. Johnstone of AN.A.RE., but it 
was not observed during our stay on the island. 


The most abundant bird on the island is the Antarctic Prion, 
which digs its nesting burrows in the azorella. Many prions were seen 
flying around the azorella hummocks with their characteristic erratic 
zig-zag flight. However, it was at night when most prions were seen. 
Vast numbers were attracted to the lights of our camp. The Great Skua 
nests in the same region as the Antarctic Prion upon which it preys. 
Large numbers of Southern Giant-Petrels were recorded nesting at West 
Cape on Laurens Peninsula. Their nests consisted of mounds of grass 
roots amongst the Poa on exposed headlands. Many of these scavenger 
birds were attracted to rotting seal carcases. : 


The. status of most species of birds on Heard Island was similar 
to that reported by Max Downes in the 1950's, with the exception of 
the King Penguin which has steadily increased in numbers. 


During the sea voyages to and from Heard Island, I0 minute bird 
watches were conducted every hour during daylight hours. Nineteen 
species were observed with the White-chinned Petrel (Procellaria 


aequinoctialis) and the Black=browed Albatross seen on more days than 
any other species, White-chinned Petrels: known. to breed on Iles 
Kerguelin 280 km from Heard Island, were observed in Atlas Cove, 

but were not found to be breeding. This confirms other sightings - of 
this species on Heard Island reported by Downes et al eas 


On the return voyage in mid-ocean at 47 O05"S, 96 ogee & a pen- 
guin was hauled on deck. We identified it as an Erect-crested 
Penguin (E udyptes sclateri) which breeds on New Zealand's sub-antarc- 
tic islands. As far as I know, Macquarie Island is as far west as 
the species has previously been recorded. The bird was released 
after it had been examined and photographed. 


My major scientific project involved collecting 100 blood 
and cloacal samples from 50 Macaroni and 50 Gentoo Penguins. The 
specimens were collected at the Rogers Head and Wharf Point eens. 
ies respectively. The cloacal swabs were placed in brain heart f<fuct 
infusion broth and transported to Victoria on ice, under strict 
security. The swabs have been inoculated into fertile chicken eggs 
for virus isolation. The serums were separated from the blood clots 
in a makeshift laboratory using the old A.N.A.R E. accommodation 
quarters, and kept frozen during the return voyage. The serum sam~ 
ples will be tested for the presence of antibodies to Newcastle 
Disease, Influenza A and Psittacosis. Newcastle Disease is a serious 
exotic disease of domestic poultry, and there is world-wide interest 
in the infection of wild birds with Newcastle Disease Virus and their” 
possible involvement in its spread. Influenza A is a disease of * 
world-wide significance to humans. Influenza strains in birds are _ 
thought to be involved in human pandemics of the disease. Psittacosis 
is a fatal disease of birds which can produce a serious pneumonia in 
man. The testing of the samples is in progress at the moment. 


The raw desolate beauty of Heard Island, its every changing 
weather and abundant wildlife will remain with me for ever, 


SUGGESTED READING 
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Conservation 


ia lie, 'T he Conservation Status of Heard Island and the McDonald 


Islands" - P. L. Keage (I98I). 


University of Tasmania Environmental Studies Occasional Paper 


I3. Source of Table I. 


Copies in the Bendigo Library. 


TABLE. I 


List of Birds Breeding on Heard Island 
FAMILY SPHEN ISCIDAE 


Aptenodytes patagonicus 
Pygoscelis papua 
Pygoscelis antarctica 
Eudyptes chrysocome — 

? Eudyptes chrysolophus 


FAMILY’ DIOMEDEIDAE 


King Penguin 
Gentoo Penguin 
Chinstrap Penguin 
Rockhopper Penguin 
Macaroni Penguin 


Diomedea exulans 
Diomedea melanophrys 
Pheobetria palpebrata 
Macronectes giganteus 


Daption capense 
Pachyptila desolata 


Black-browed Albatross _ 
Light-mantled Sooty Albatross 
Southern Giant-Petrel 

Cape Petrel 

Antarctic Prion 

Fulmar Prion 


FAMILY OCEAN ITIDAE 


Oceanites oceanicus 


Wilson's Storm-Petrel 


FAMILY PELE@ANO1DIDAB 


Pelecanoides urinatrix 
Pelecanoides georgicus 


Common Diving-Petrel 
South Georgian Diving-Petrel 


FAMILY PHALACROCORACIDAE 


Phalacrocorax atriceps 
FAMILY CHION IDIDAE 


Blue-eyed Shag sub.sp. 
Lesser Sheathbill sub.sp. Chionis minor 
FAMILY STERCORARIIDAE 


Great skua sub.sp. Stercorarius skua 


and Young, P.S. 


Pachyptila crassirostris 


sc 


(1959). - 


Definitive paper on the birds 


SC 


FAMILY LARIDAE ~ 


Kelp Gull bey Sah Larus dominicanus Ss C 


Antarctic Tern.” +e: Sterna vittata "SC 


A - Abundant, C - Common, F - Few, S - Summer Resident, VR - Very Rare... 


va 
w 


_. Breeding, suspected 
+ ; Bor : cae 3 

Wandering Albatrosses were not recorded breeding during the years 
when A.N.A.R.E. occupied, the island, but Dr. G. W. Johnstone 
found one incubating an egg and subsequently brooding a chick at 
Cape Gazert in 1980. 


MOWT KORONG 
Background notes for September campout by Eric Wilkinson. 


Mount Korong is the most prominent peak of an otherwise low range of. 
granite hills, north of the Calder Highway between Inglewood. and 
Wedderburn. It rises to 424 metres above sea level, dominating the 
lower granite hills around it, and the surrounding country. To the 
east of the range, the SORE slopes gently away to the plains. of, 
the Loddon River valley, while to the north, west and south, it is 
bounded by tributaries of the Loddon. 


A roadside sign on the Calder Highway at Glenalbyn identifies Mt. 
Korong to passing travellers, but although the mountain is close to 
the highway, it is well off the normal tourist beat. There are no 
signs to direct the curious to the appropriate access roads, and the 
fact that it is' on public land has not been widely known outside the 
‘local area. Mt.-Korong has suffered considerably at the hand of man 
since European settlement, through clearing of timber, fire, grazing, 
and the associated intpoduction of alien plants. There has been ex- 
tensive quarrying of gravel from deposits along the eastern foot of 
the mountain, and some of these pits have not yet been reclaimed. 
A fairly severe erosion problem has developed over the years of abuse : 
and this has been exascerbated in recent years by trail bike riders. 
their tracks are cutting into the unstable sandy soil, and gully and 
sheet erosion is accelerating. Despite these problems, it is a very; 
attractive area, aS our cover photo shows, with a great deal to offer 
the field naturalist. These notes are intended to provide some back- 
ground information for the September I7-I8 campout to Mt. Korong, and 
the reason for the intended biological survey. 


- At the time the Land Conservation Council commenced their North Cen- 
tral Study, concérn was being expressed by the Soil Conservation 
Authority about severe erosion developing in the mainly unreclaimed 
gravel pits, and on the mountain itself. The Lands Department acted ~ 
on this concern by terminating both grazing and gravel extraction, until” 
the LCC had made their recommendation for the area. The LCC subse- 
quently recommended that the 470 hectares of public land at Mt. Korong 
should become a Scenic Reserve, to be managed by the Lands Department, 
with gravel extraction banned, and the existing pits to be progressively 
reclaimed, This led to lobbying by the Shires of Korong and East 
Loddon, who claimed that there was enough gravel remaining to serve 
their needs for roadmaking material for. up to 20 years. 


The Department of Minerals and Energy was called on by the LCC to 
provide a detailed assessment of the resources of gravel on both the 
public land and the surrounding private land. It fell to my lot to on 
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£0 Gabry ‘ott tat hinvéestisation] aid during I98I-1982, I geologically 
mapped about I00 square kilometres of the area centred on Mt. Korong. 
By the time the map was finished, I could fairly claim to have come. 
_to know the Mt. Korong area rather-well. As well as having the pro-.... 
fessional satisfaction of-producing the most detailed geological map 
of the region so far, I also took notes on the plants, and birds, . . 
mammals and reptiles I observed during the mapping. My knowledge of 
the plants was too limited to make a comprehensive list, and this led 
to the suggestion of a campout, with the objective of mane a de- — 
tailed plant list, and supplementing my records of the fauna. Such 
a bidlogicalysumuey will be of great assistance to the Lands Depart= 
ment in formulating plans for the management of the Reserve, and its 
. rehabilitation. Tozthe best of my knowledge, the Government has en- 
dorsed the LCC recommendations, and Mt. Korong should now have the 
- chance to slowly recover to something more akin to its pre-European 
state. However, the vexed question of fire control remains, and | 
_ pressure is strone from neighbouring farmers for resumption of legal 
grazing. Sheep "strayed" onto the mountain several times during the | 
recent drought. This was unfortunate because there had been quite a 
deal of regeneration of eucalypts and wattles since grazing ceased, 
and many of the smaller ones were eaten back. Fortunately, many had aa 
already grown beyond the reach of a hungry sheep, and the process of — 
revegetation is well’ under way on some of the. lower slopes. The notes 
which follow will give some guide to the natural history of Mt. ‘Korong.. 


GEOLOGY 


Mt. Korong and its immediate neighbouring hills consist of a very. 
coarse grained granite, characterised by very large felspar chrystals. 
When fresh , it is. light grey in colour, speckled with black biotite, 
but in its usually weathered form, it is brownish or reddish brown in 
colour,. .Weathering of the granite has produced a fascinating variety 
of small.to very: large granite boulders, or tors. Many have been 
hollowed out to, produce small caverns, some opening owt into windows 

in the boulders. Others have’ been tunnelled right through. There is ir°: 
almost endless delight for children of all ages, but: especially those 
still small enough to get into some of the nooks and crannies. 

Many such boulders are to be found within a very short distance: We 
the campsite we will be using. (See p.2). 


Two other types ‘of granite occur in “the vicinity of Mt. Keron. One 

is a medium grained rock (strictly a granodiorite) with much smaller 
felspar crystals. This rock has generally been deeply weathered to 
a creamy grey rock which looks more like a ‘sandstone. . In places, it | 
has been stained by iron oxide to a bright cherry red oolour. There 
are only two -low hills where this granodiorite outcrops as granite Wels 
but it occurs right around Mt. Korong, and is the most widespread 

rock type of the area. The other form of granite occurs in a ieee 
area north-west of Mt. Korong. This is a hornblende granite, super- 
ficially like the Korong Granite in being coarse grained, with large 7. is 
felspars, but also having centimetre or so long crystals of shiny 

black hornblende. This is an unusual rock type for our region. 


VEGET ATION 


On the upper slopes: of Mt. Konoree the dominant» pence yee is iong-leaf 
Box (Eucalyptus goniocalyx). On the lower slopes, there are Yellow ° 
Box (E. melliodora), Grey Box (E. microcarpa), Red Gum (E. camai- 
dulensis) and Hill Gum (E. blakelyi). Roadside trees to the west 
of Mt. Korong are either Peppermint Box (E. odorata) or very large 
Blue Mallee (E. polybractea) , of which there are smaller examples 


nearby. 
(Continued on Page I4) 


THE HARBINGER OF SPRING 
‘By Bob Allen 


The terrible drought is over and the lucky ones among us can forget 
it. Then came the rains, essential and doing an enormous amount of 
good, but presenting many more problems. However, they say that 
everything comes to those who wait and what we have been waiting 
for for some time is at last happening. Spring has decided to 
spring. I realised this as I walked around the Salomon Gully 
nature trail the day before the August Club meeting. The early 
Nancies - Anguillaria Dioica were flowering freely. Probably 

the most beautiful show of this flower that I have ever seen was 2° - 
later on Friday, I9th August, on One Tree Hill. I parked the car 
at the lookout and walked 100 yards back down the nature trail. 


They were there in countless millions and dotted among them were 

quite a few Leopard Orchids, Diuris maculata. It seems that it 

is an exceptional year for these lilies, and they are liliess. 

(check them closely next time you meet). They are lilies because their 
floral parts are in threes; three petals, three sepals, and the seed 
box is divided into three parts, and is in the centercof the flower 
above the petals and sepals. It is then said to be "superior", as 
opposed to other flowers, including the orchids that have their 

seed box (or ovary) below the floral parts. They are then said to 

be "inferior". 


They have several leaves that sheath the stem at the base. The 
single stem bears a spike of several circular white flowers with 
usually a black or purple ring in the middle. If you are close enough 
to have a smell, you will find that they have a sweet fragrance. 
They are a pure white in our district, but on several trips to Mt. 
William, we found many to be a lovely shade of pink. I noticed in 
Jim Willis'»s'""A Handbook to Plants in Victoria", Vol. I, that he 
states that they are "variously polygamous and dioecious". After 

I got over the shock, I looked in my dictionary and found that 
polygamous meant - "Having more than one wife at the same time". I 
then resorted to my botanical dictionary and learnt that it meant 
having both bisexual and unisexual flowers on the same plant. 
Dioecious meant having the male and female reproductive organs 
respectively in different individuals. Now this simply means that 
some flowers are female (having a conspicuous angular ovary), others 
are male (having a ring of minute dark stamens), whilst others are 
both sexes (having both stamens and ovary). 


In closing, I found that, da ieee this lily is known as 
"blackmans potatoes" which would suggest that the bulbs were exten- 
sively used as food by the early inhabitants of the "Apple Isle". 


P.S. In case you are interested, 

ANGUILLARIA is to commemorate L. AVGUILLARIA, an Italian I6th century 
botanist. . 

DIOICA: DI from the Greek "‘'away', OICOS meaning a "house". Soa 
“house away" is reference to the fact that staminate oie Pistillate 
flowers are on separate plants. 
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IN A NATIVE GARDEN 
By Tom Patullo 


I have been asked how to beautify a dam site and to create 
bird attraction. I would envisage a dam site to be in the region 
of half to one acre in extent. In an area of this size, we would 
start with a number of large eucalypts. I suggest E. sideroxylon 
(Red Ironbark), and E. leucgxylon (Yellow Gum) for -the following 

“veasons. They are indigenous to this area and therefore most 

likely to succeed. The black trunks of the Ironbarks contrast well 
with the white trunks of the Yellow Gums. Both have handsome leafy 

- crowns and carry an abundance of nectar laden blossum, thus giving. . 
protection and attraction to the honeyeaters. Their leafy stature 

_ gives flight staging to birds coming in from a distance. They give . 
good shade and do not retard the mderstory of small flora. — 


As the area to be planted is a dam-sité and not a garden, and 
therefore likely to receive less attention, I am suggesting mainly 
indigenous varieties. For the middle size trees, I suggest the 
Whipstick, Mallees (Green, Blue and Bull), Golden Wattle (Acacia 
pycnantha), Early Black Wattle (A. decurrens), A. retinodes, . v.rmic 
A. verniciflua, A. williamsonii (Whirrakee Wattle), and for the sake 
of variety, let mé deviate from the indigenous theme, and suggest 
two more wattles that I know do well in this area, namely . ; 
A.baileyana (Cootamundra wattle) and A. podalyriaefolia (Mt. Morgan 
wattle). The-Mallees listed.above are good nectar trees, and are 
conducive ,to the creation of thickets, a very - desirable feature for 
bird attraction. The Wattles will give quick colour and attract 
insects for the insectiverous honeyeaters. Although some are - 
short-lived, they self-seed and so replace themselves, grow quickly 
and are so very, very Australian. 


Now to deal with the lower strata and thicket creating shrubs. 
I suggest two local Malaleucas, M. wilsonii (Crimson Honeymyrtle), 
and M, decussata (Cross Leafed Honeymyrtle), and if you have 


finches in the area, a few Hakea sericeas. All have a densely ~ 
growing habit and attractive florescence for beauty and bird 
attraction. 


For colour variety, I must again deviate from the indigenous 
and suggest a beautiful Bottlebrush which grows very well in the 
Bendigo area, Callistemon Harkness Hybrid. Plant a number of these 
throughout the area. They are also bird attracting. 


To disguise the actual bank of the dam, I suggest a couple of 
old stumps, the craggier the better, tossed- haphazardly on the top 
of the bank, with Hardenbergia (Happy Wanderer) planted nearby. 
These plants will soon trail all over the stumps as well as cover 
quite an area of bare bark. Plant a couple of Golden Wattles closeby. 
Allow a strand or two of Hardenbergia to climb the Wattle. As both 
flower at the same time in,late winter, combined they make quite 
attractive viewing. Three more low growing Wattles which would succeed 
on the bank are A. armata, A. aspera and A. lanigera, all local 
species. 29 oq 


For low strata, there are Dampieras, Pulteneas, Dillwynias, 
Eriostemons and Grevilleas!. while for actual ground cover,: there 
are two beauties, Pultenea pedumculata, and Myoporum parviflora. 

The first named makes a dense mat on the ground, which becomes 
covered with red and orange flowers in Spring, while the second will 
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cover a large area and has a myriad of small starlike flowers in 
early summer. Another ground cover is the Running Postman, 
Kennedya prostrata with pealike scarlet flowers in late winter. 
Many of the above varieties would only be available at specialist 
Native Plant Nurseries. 


For a planting themes one must Follow one's. own “inclination, 
but there are several salient principles to remember. 


Aim for a natural appearance, plant natives close together, 
create thickets of vegetation, avoid straight pathways as these 
create windtunnels. Be sure to have some low growing shrubs close 
to the waterline for the birds to use for a drinking approach. 

If planting for a windbreak, use a high canopy, a middle stratum 
and a low stratum. Avoid aaitiey wall windbreaks - a light screening 
is better. - 


COMMENT ON LAST MONTH'S. BENDIGO WAXFLOWER ARTICLE 
By Geoff Sitch 


Tom Patullo's article in the August Whirrakee is most timely. 
The reasons for the disappearance of Waxflowers are probably many. 
I believe that most specimens surviving in the bush are very old 
plants, or suckers from bygone plants. When did you last see a 
seedling Eriostemon verrucosus? Rabbits, from my experience, are 
very fond of young plants, Si this may account Acie the scarcity 
of seedlings. 


To properly conserve the plant, we must reserve more areas like 
Salomons Gully. Unfortunately, we will never again see the vast 
wildflower gardens: pepe by nature lovers from earlier this cen- 
tury. 


If you wish to grow an Eriostemon or two in your home garden, 
2 few pointers to propagating them may be in order. First, a word 
in warning. They are not easy to propagate. 


Tip growth, 2'* -. 3" long, taken from the plant in May or June 
when new growth has commenced, seems to be best. Prepare the cutting 
by making a clean cut under a leaf node and remove lower leaves for 
two-thirds length of the cutting. Set cutting in a mix of 4 parts 
washed creek sand and I part peat moss, and water in well. Keep 
moist and be prepared to wait. Make a cold frame from a wooden box - 
and cover with glass or clear plastic sheet, and place in a position 
that receives filtered sunlight. Twelve to eighteen months may 
elapse before roots are produced, if at all. 


Propagation from seed presents problems. A germination 
inhibiter appears to be present. You may obtain some results by 
sowing freshly collected seed in December - January. Experimental 
work with other members of the genus shows that nicking the seed 
coat with a sharp instrument such as a scalpel, and soaking in clean 
water (change it often), for I4 days, to leach out the chénical 
inhibitor, produces useful results. 
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Your house and garden most likely was once the home of many 
Eriostemons. Finding a place in the garden for a few plants of 
Bendigo Waxflower should be possible. 


* ‘ 
Young Eriostemon verrucosus plants 


In answer to Geoff Sitch's query above, we were lucky enough 
to find a very healthy young Bendigo Waxflower on our excursion to 
Mandurang on Sunday, 2Ist August. The youngster was some fifteen 
inches high, and in excellent condition, quite isolated from any 
sign of an old plant but growing right on the road fringe. This 
puts it in grave danger from any grader work which is often 
carried out along the road fringes. 


Tom Patullo 


BENDIGO NATIVE FLOWER SHOW 


On the weekend of September I7th and I8th, from noon on 
Saturday until 5 p.m., and again on Sunday from 10 a.m. until 5 p.m., 
the Bendigo Native Plant Group is conducting a Native Plant Show. 
The venue is the Strathdale Hall in Crook Street, close to the 
Drive-in-T heatre. ; 


There xill be garden cultivated native flowers and indigenous 
plants on show, and garden and nature books and young native plants » 
for sale. Members will be present at all times to answer questions 
and give advice on growing native plants under local conditions. 


Adjacent to the hall is a delightful area, well endowed with tall 
Yellow Gums, developed as a well equipped playground with full 
barbeque equipment, where visitors could enjoy an outdoor lunch and 
view the Flower Show later. Afternoon tea is also being organised 
by the Strathdale Senior Citizens, whose premises are adjacent to the 
Hall. 


Just drive 3.5 kms. from the Fountain along the McIvor Highway 
to the newly developed Strathdale REOPENS area at the corner of 
Crook Street. 


Admission is $1.50 for Adults and $1.00 for Pensioners. 
“Children accompanied by Adults, free. 


Tom Patullo 
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BEN DIGO BIRD OBSERVERS GROUP 


Bird of the Night Discussion, March, 1983 
Sharp-tailed Sandpiper - Calidris acuminata 


Calls: The call is described by Graham Pizzey as a dry'trit-trit" 
on taking flight, and also a musical "twitter". 


Appearance: In length, the birds may be from 180 to 230mm. 
Apparently , females aré usually smaller than males but there is much 
variation in size. In plumage, both sexes are alike. 


In non-breeding plumage, as seen in Australia, the upper plumage 

is mottled dark and grey-brown , with buff-coloured edges to the 
feathers. The crown is reddish-brown, and there is a pale brown - 
stripe behind the eye. The underbody is light grey or whitish with 
some grey and brown spots and stripes on the breast. The eye is 
dark brown and the bill is grey, darker towards the tip, and 
straight. The long pointed dark pale edged feathers down the sides 
of the HES help to identify the bird. 


In re plumage (not seen in Australia), the plumage is generally 
more boldly eonbrastinet and more rufous on the crown and some wing 
feathers. 


Habitat: Sharp-tailed sandpipers spend the period from May to August 
in North-eastern Siberia where they spend the time in breeding. They | 
migrate to Australia in large numbers from about the end of August: 

and until about the end of April, may be found on shallow open 

coastal and inland swamps, sea-shores, tidal mudflats and stream 
estuaries, particularly where vegetation is rather sparse. They feed 
in the shallow water and sometimes in grassy areas adjoining such ~~.2«. 
eas. Other areas to which the birds migrate from Siberia, include 
New Guinea, India, Sri Lanka, S.W. Pacific Iskands, e. & Tonga, 

New Caledonia, New Zealand, Canada and Europe. 


Food: Consists of small insects, crustaceans, molluscs, kelp- flies, 
and a small amount of aquatic vegetation. 


Breeding: Occurs in N.E. Siberia from June to August. Nests are - 
built in damp, mossy grass areas, sparsely wooded with stunted 
willow trees. The nest consists of a depression in the ground, 
sheltered by grass and lined with willow leaves. Four eggs are | 
laid, olive-green or olive-brown in colour, and finely sprinkled with 
dark brown specks, and sometimes a patch of dark brown on the larger 
end, No information available as to incubation and fledging periods. 


General: They appear to be more common in southern rather than ~ 07 
northern areas of Australia. In Victoria, they are one of the most 
common of the wader migrants. Some birds apparently remain here 
throughout the year possibly due to poor condition making them unfit . 
to undertake the long flight to Siberia. Birds are inclined to sit 
tight when feeding or resting among sparse low grass, and fly up 
suddenly: ff*danger approaches. They are well camouflaged in such > 
situations. When feeding, they may occur singly but more often in 
flocks, varying from small numbers up to hundreds of birds. When dis- 
turbed, they often rise as a close flock, flying and wheeling together, 


Ty, 
before alighting and resuming feeding, ~ 


They wade in water from very shallow up to knee-deep to feeds and 
“jerk their tail up when feeding-or about to Fly.. They are usually . 
in=the company of other wading birds. They are probably the most 
common waders seen at May Swamp and Whingee Swamp in Spring and — 
Summer. 


-It is noted that, in contrast, the Double-banded Dotterel, which | 
migrates from New Zealand, usually comes to Victoria in February 
and departs again in August when the sandpipers from Siberia 
are arriving. 


Perhaps the most noticeable feature of the Sharp-tailed Sandpiper . 
for ene Caton is the reddish-brown crown of the mature birds. 


ewe Rk eo * 
MOUNT KORON G 7 | 
(Continued from page 8) 


The main wattles on the mountain itself are Deane's Wattle (Acacia 
deanei var. pauci juga), Lightwood (A. implexa) and Wallowa (A. 
calamifolia). Other wattles which occur nearby include Gold dust 
Wattle (A. acinacea) and Golden Wattle (A. pycnantha). There are 
almost certainly more species than this, but they are the conspic- 
uous ones. One other tree which is reasonably common. on the sandy 
soils on the low hills around Mt. Korong is the Bull Oak (Casuarina 
luehmannii). Rather rarer, and not representated in the Scenic 
Reserve as far as I know, is the Slender Cypress Pine (Callitris 
preissii) - see Whirrakee 3 (9) and 4 (5) for more on this species. — 
An even rarer small tree for the area is the Weeping Pittosporum 
(Pittosporum phillyreoides), of which I know of one specimen on pri- 
vate land. I hope it is located when we search the Scenic Reserve; © 
but I haven't seen: it in my wanderings on Mt. Korong. 


Some of the larger shrubs are the Giant Hop Bush (Dodonea viscosa), 
Snowy Mint Bush (Prostranthera nivea), and the Kangaroo Apple 
(Solanum aviculare). However, it is from this point on that my 
knowledge of the vegetation is rather inadequate. There is a very 
widespread white flowered Pimelea growing among -the rocks, and an 
almost equally abundant blue flowered Isotome, and quite a variety of 
‘smaller Plants , which will‘be the main. target of the botanical sur- 
vey. There is also an unfortunately impressive ray, of introduced | 
plants to be identified and listed, f 


PAU A 


I have no information on the nocturnal mammals, but would expect 
Brush-tail Possum, Sugar Glider and Yellow-footed Antechinus to be 
present, at least. Echnidna, Black-tailed Wallaby, and Grey Kangaroo 
were all seen during my mapping work. Rabbits and Foxes were also | 
present. Reptiles seen included Brown Snake, Stumpy-tail Lizard, Sand 
Goanna anf Lace Monitor. I dlso saw skinks and a gecko, which I was 
not able to identify. My bird list should be added to by the campout 
survey. JI have recorded 66 species to daté,and it is not hard ‘to 
think of 20 or 30 more¢: which should be there from time to time. Some 
of the less common species I have seen include Grey Falcon, Red- 
backed Kingfisher and BP AMiasheekes Honeyeater. 
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WE HUT FOR HELMETS 
A report on the Mandurang excursion of August 2Ist, by Bob Allen 


On Sunday afternoon, 2Ist August, 1983, a well patronised 
outing led by Mr. Tom Patullo proceeded to the Mandurang water 
race area. The objective was to find the rare Slaty Helmet Orchid - 
Corybas diemenicus. This orchid is rare in our district, but 
widely scattered over Victoria. 


The weather was fine and a pleasant afternoon was had by alle 
we were three or four weeks too early for the massed display of 
wildflowers that this area is capable of producing. A few years 
ago, I made a census of the wildflowers by visiting the area every. 
fortnight for twelve months. The result was 220 species, including 
26 orchids. “£4 fag 


The foothills were dampish underfoot, and we found several 
different bracket fungi, a coral fungus, and one lonely morel. 
We found many of these morel fungi several years ago on the slopes 
of Mt. Ida, but didn't know then that this fungus is regarded over- 
seas as a very delicious morsel, It is roughly I0 cm. (4 inches) 
high, conical in shape, darkish brown with a honeycomb network of 
raised ribs. The stem is thick, hollow and whitish. The morel 
fungus - Morchella conica. 


Among the rocks on the slopes, we found three ferns: 


ADIANTACEAE. + 

Cheilanthes Aenuifolia, (rock fern). This fern does not need damp 
gullies to thrive. It is found in all States of Australia and my 
notes remind me that I found it thriving in the Ayers Rock area some 
years ago. 


ASPLEN TACEAE 


Pleurosorus Wutifolius (blanket fern). Like the rock fern, this fern 


has adapted to survive in dry areas. It is always found among rocks, 
and is also found in all the Australian States. 


ASPLEN ITACEAE 

Asplenium flabellifolium (necklace fern). This fern is also found in 
all Australian States. Besides growing among rocks, it is also found 
on the trunks of tree ferns and on rotting logs. 


OFHER PLANTS NOTED ARE LIS? ED BELOW (An asterisk indicates an intro- 
duced species). 


The Orchids ORCHIDACEAE 


Diuris maculata 3 Leopard: Orehid: 
Diuris pedunculata Golden moths 

Pterostylis nana Dwarf greenhood 
Pterostylis longifolia Tall greenhood 


Pterostylis curta . BLunt-greenhood 


16 


The Sundews DROSERACEAB 
Drosera glanduligera 
Drosera planchoni 
Drosera whittakeri 
Drosera sue 


The Wattles “MIMOSACEAE 


Acacia pyenantts 


Acacia paradoxa 
Acacia. baileyana 


Acacia genistifolia 
The Mistletoes LORANTHACEAE 


Amyema miquelii 


ieee SiGe BLOLGes 


The Wood Serre OnSREDACEBE 


Oxalis cériiicalata 


Oxalis pes- caprae 
The Daisy Family COMPOSITAE 


Cymbonotus preissianus 


Microseris Microseris scapigera 


Stuartina muelleri 
Senecio quadridentata 


Craspedia glauca 
The Stone-crops 


Crassula sieberana 
Crassula macrantha 


The Pea Flowers PAPILIONACEAE 


Hardenseneta violacea 
Vicia sativa 


The Concise PROT EACEAE 


Grevillea alpina 


Grevillea rosmarinifolia 
The Pennyworts UMBELLIFERAE 


Hydrocotyle laxiflora 
Hydrocotyle callicarpa 


The Stackhousias 


Stackhousia monogyna 


CRASSULACEAE 


St ACKHOUSIACEAE | 


Scarlet sundew 
Climbing sundew 
Scented sundew 


“Eyprienellam'" 


Golden Wattle 


Hedge wattle 


Cootamundra wattle 
Spreading wattle 


Box mistletoe 
Creeping mistletoe 


Yellow woed: sorrel 
Soursob 


Austral bears ear 


' Yam daisy 


Brachycome purpusilli purpusilla var-~aenella 


Rayless daisy 

Spoon cudweed 
Cotton fireweed 
Common billy-buttons 


Sieber crassula 


.. Spreading crassula 


Purple coral pea 
Common vetch 


Cats claws 


Rosemary grevillea (Sedgwick’ 


variety) 


Stinking pennywort 


Small pennywort 


Creamy stackhousia 


dwarf 
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The Lilies., LIBEACEAB. 

Peete a dioica Early nancy 

The Nettles URTICACEAE , 
Parietaria debilis Shade pellitory | 

The carrots DUBELE EERE 

Daucus glochidiatus, , Austral carrot 

The Rice elovens THYMELABACEAE , 

Pimelea HOLES Common rice flower 


The Rushes J LN CACEAE 


- Luzula campestris ' Field woodrush 
The Starworts CARYOPHYLLACEAE 


pub . 
Stellaria Fungens Prickly starwort 
The Burrs ROSACEAE 

Acaena Owing i SSIS 


The panels were not plentiful but Glenise Moors observed “Ne 
following:- 


WHITE THROATED TREE CREEPER 
AUSTRALIAN RAVEN 

KOOKABURRA. 

WHITE COCKAT 00 

SCARLET ROBIN 

DUSKY WOOD SWALLOW 

BUFF RUMPED THORN BILL 

LITTLE GREBE - 

AUSTRALIAN COOT 

MUDLARK 

AUST RALIAN MAGPIE 

BLACK-FACED CUCKOO SHRIKE ol be 


Our thanks to Tom Patullo for leading the club to such an 
interesting area. 


Oh yes, the Helmet Orchids! We only found a few basal leaves. 
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BIRD NOTES AND OBSERVAT IQNS FOR AUGUST 


Four group members each gave a fifteen minute talk at the 
August meeting. This proved to be most successful and resulted in 
two Club members suggesting that this type of participation should 
be encouraged by having at least one meeting like this each year. 
The speakers and topics were:- 


Dr. Chris Bunn - "Rolling Bird Surveys" 

Mr. John Ipsen - 'The Warrumbungles" 

Mr. Pat Egan - "How Snakes @rawl" and 'The Bird's Ankle" 
Mr. Harvey Rich - "Birds and Bees and Trees" é‘ 


The bird of the night was the Black-chinned Honeyeater, 
Melithreptus gularis. Mr, Bill Flentje played the bird's call 
while several coloured slides were shown. This was followed by a 
discussion. 


Observations from July and August included some first records 
of the return of migrants this Spring, whilst other observations 
indicate that many birds are on the move at this time of the year, 
especially so because of the rain we have had in central Victoria 
over the last couple of months. 


A pallid Cuckoo was heard at Inglewood on the 5th August, the 
first this Spring for the Bendigo district. Also at Inglewood, 
Rufous Whistlers, one on the 3rd and three on the 4th of August, 
(all male). In 1982, the first Rufous Whistler was recorded on 
I7th August. 


A flock of about 70 Zebra Finches was seen in Huntly on 2nd 
of August, and approximately 60 Red Wattlebirds were reported feeding 
on the berries of the tree violet on 10th July, in an area S.E. of 
Talbot. A flock of over 500 Banded Stilts was observed on a shallow 
salty lake between Swan Hill and Nyah. 


A pair of Grey Teal with eight young was observed at the 
Bendigo Sewerage Farm on 9thduly. A male White's Thrush was seen 
feeding the sitting female on Ist August at Dargile. The nest was 
found placed some thirty-five feet up in the fork of a pine tree. 
Other evidence of birds breeding included the report of a pair of 
Yellow Robins with two young in the neSt on 4th August at Brenanah 
Road, Glenalbyn; a pair of Wood Ducks (Maned Goose) with five eggs 
on 5th August, at "Lyal Glen"; and Banded Lapwing nesting near 
Bridgewater in mid-—J uly. 


The first male Rose Robin to be seen in the Inglewood area was 
found on the North side of Kingower Range on I6thJuly. A Whistling 
Kite was seen at Fells Gully, near Bird Farm, on 3Ist July, the first 
seen in that area for many years. 


A very interesting observation was made by one of our members 
who observed a Wedge-tailed Eagle standing in shallow water at Merin 
Merin Swamp, on 10th July. Upon moving closer, the observer found 
the warm body of a freshly killed Mountain Duck. Another intriguing 
observation was made by one of our members in his back yard in Bendigo 
on 5th August. A Kookaburra which was sitting on the television 


Io. 


aerial was being annoyed by a pair of White-plumed Honeyeaters 

and a’Magpie Lark. Suddenly, the Kookaburra made an upward stab 

at one of the Honeyeaters , did not miss, and flew off with a wildly 
flapping bird in its bill. 


On the 9th July, three club members made a count of the waders 
at the Sewerage Farm, Epsom. The totals were 2I Masked Lapwing, 
126 Black-fronted Dotterels (Plover), and I2 White-headed stilts. | 
In addition, a total of 62 Musk Duck were seen on Lagoon 6 of the 
Sewerage Farm. 


SEPrEMBER DAY EXCURSION 


Sunday, September 28th - "Get to know your local flora reserves" 
Combined activity with members of the Bendigo Native Plant Group. 


Location: Salomon Gully Flora Reserve 
Times: Starting at 10.00 a.m. and going through to 4.00 p.m. You can 
come when you like and stay for as long as convenient. 


Activities: 

Morning: Rubbish removal. The area still has much old litter, despite 
our work last year. We would like everybody to contribute half to one 
hour at least collecting litter. A truck and trailer will be avail- 
able to hold rubbish. 

Afternoon: General exploration, especially birds and plants. You can 
walk or rewalk the nature trail, and take the chance to explore 1 
other interesting spots in the reserve. 


Please bring some oY all 6f the’ following 


I, Lunch and snacks. A barbeque will be operating at lunchtime, and 
there will be a fire on which to boil a billy. 


2. Gardening gloves to protect hands. 

3. Large hessian or plastic bag in which to collect litter. 

4, Binoculars and Field Guides. 

Meeting Place: Entrance to the reserve is off Burnside Street. (Runs 


off Paterson Street, Spring Gully), which is right beside the lawn 
section of the Bendigo Cemetary. 
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COMMITTEE REPORT 


I. It was decided that we support Willie Carney in her submission to the 
Town and Country Planning Board objecting to the establishment of a motor- 
cross track on private property adjacent to the Whipstick. Reasons for 
this action are the potential for erosion, litter, SEWAZE » impact on. 
adjacent: ‘forest,and noise, both to people wanting to enjoy the forest 

and to yiidlife living there. 


2. The "Eucalypts of Bendigo" sub-committee met and abbepted a quote 
of $1,205 for 1,000 copies of the book from D. Walker Pty. Ltd. 


3. A proposal from the authors of "Eucalypts of Bendigo" that part of 
any profits be donated to conservation causes was. accepted in principle. 


u, A sub-committee has been set up to investigate the incorporation of 
the Club. This is to report back to the next committee meeting. 


5. Afterc consideration of the responses to the questionnaire, it was 
decided to set subscriptions as follows: Family $I4, Single $I0, 
Pensioners and Children $6, and subscriptions to Whirrakee $10. 


6. Advertising in the Whirrakee is to receive further consideration 
with the view to stabilizing subscription rates. : 


7. A scheme to exchange Bird Observer Club newsletters between vane 
B.F.N.C.B.0.G. and the Sunraysia B.0.C. was approved. 


8. Information on a wombat survey to be carried out by the C.S, I. R..0: 
was passed on to the Mammal Survey Group. 


9. The possibility of having a rubbish tip out at Tennyson Road, 
Kamarooka, instead of much closer to Bendigo, is causing some concern 
to committee members. This will be watched for future developments. 


I0. A sub-committee has been formed to investigate a proposal to form 
a pone oyu Group within the Club. 


PUBLICATION § S RECEIVED 


I. A.C. F. Newsletter, Vol.1I5, No. 7, August, 1983 

2. Habitat, Vol. II, No. 4, August, 1983. ~~ 

3. Ballarat F.N.C. Excursion Newsheet, August, I983. 

4, Geelong F.N.C. Newsletter No. 207, August, 1983. 

5. The Bird Observer, No. 619, August, 1983, 

6. The Victorian Naturalist, Vol. I00, No. 4, July/August 1983. : 
7. Australian Natural History, Vol. 2I, No. T42. ‘ 
8. Environment Victoria No. 47, June/July, 1983. 

9. Maryborough: F.N.C. Nevevetrer Vol. 32, No. I 

Io. Australian Wildlife Research, Vol. I0, No. 2 

II. Friends of the Earth Recycling Kit. : 


bkk kk kk 
CENTRAL VICTORIA ARCHAEOLOGICAL SOCIETY 


On Monday, 26th September, at 7.30 in the Students’ Union Meeting Room, 
B.C.A.E. , Mr. Gary Presland, Victorian Archaeology Survey, will give a 
talk on his recent archaeological survey of Melbourne. This will be an 
interesting tecture because of the discovery of previously unknown sites. 
If further information is required, please ring Rod Fyffe (43 7673). 
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BENDIGO FIELD NATURALISTS CLUB 
Address for correspondence, P.O. Box 396, Bendigo 3550. 
Office bearers for 1982-1983 


PRESIDENT “vEpic‘Wiikinson 7 Weatherall St.Cal. Gully 46 8736 


SENIOR VICE PRESIDENT Rob Moors Sedgewick 39, 6354 
JWIOR VICE PRESIDENT ‘J ohn Lindner Burns St., Axedale 39 7308 
SECRET ARY Laurie Leeson 76 Lawson St,Spring Gully 43 0521 
ASSISTANT SECRETARY Rod Fyffe 546 Hargreaves St. Bendigo 43 7673 
TREASURER Glenise Moors Sedgewick ! 39 6254 
MEMBERSHIP OFFICER Win Demeo Kamarooka 36 9226 
EXCURSION ORGANISER John Lindner Burns St., Axedale 39 7308 
LIBRARIAN Helen Boon Kamarooka 36 9252 
EDIT OR Eric Wilkinson 7 Weatherall St.Cal.Gully 46 8736 
ote te oo ee 


Membership of the Bendigo Field Naturalists Club is open to all those 
interested in natural history. The membership subscription rates are. 
Single $10.00, Family $I4.00, Pensioner and children $6.00. 

Whirrakee subscription only, $10.00. 


General Meetings are held on the second Wednesday of each month at the 
Conference Rooms, Department of Agriculture, Midland Highway, Epsom. 
Meetings start at 7.30 p.m., and conclude with supper. 

The Annuuval Meeting is held in September. 


Excursions The assembly point for escursions is outside the Special 

Services Complex in Havlin St.East, Bendigo, unless~otherwise specified. 
Pull day excursions normally commence at 00.00 a.m. (usually on a Sunday). 
Falf day excursions normally commence at 2.00 p.m. and may be either a 
Saturday or Sunday. Day or half day excursions are usually held on the 
weekend following the General Meeting. Campouts are held several times 
in a year, usually coinciding with long weekends or holiday periods. 


The B.F.N.C. has two active sub-groups. 


The BIRDS OBSERVERS GROUP meets on the first Friday of the month at the 
Agriculture Department, Epsom, at 7.30 p.m. 

President: John Berry 22 Barrell St., Eatlehawk 46 992T 
Secretary: Harvey Rich, 58 Dundas Rd., Maryborough 6I I698 


The MAMMAL SURVEY GROUP meets on the third Thursday of each month, 
(or fourth Thursday when third Thursday is day after general meeting) 
at 8.00 p.m. in member's home as announced in the monthly diary. 
President: Berry Vardy, Rocky Rises Rd., Maiden Gully 46 62I' 
Secretary: John Lindner Burns St., Axedale _ 39. 7308 


DIARY 


MEET IN GS 


September I4th ANNUAL GENERAL MEFTING 
Eric Wilkinson's Presidential address will be- 
"Victoria's Fiery Past" - a photographic survey of 
the many volcanic features which contribute to 
Victoria's landscape. 


October I2th Ern Perkins of the Castlemaine Field Naturalists 
Club will speak on the "Castlemaine Landscape". 


November 9th Alan Spence will speak on his travels in Central 
and South America. 


EXCURSIONS © 


Weekend 
September I7/I8 MP: KOROVG - campout or day visits. 
, Leader: Eric Wilkinson (46 8736) 

Objective: Survey of plants, binds, mammals, etc, 
at Mt. Korong. & 
Campsite: Lands Department Scenic Reserve picnic 
area at foot of Mr. Korong (see page 2 for further 
details. 


Sunday, SALOMONS GULLY FLORA RESERVE 
September 25th Leader: John Lindner . ioe gn Na 
This will be another combined activity with the 
Bendigo Native Plant Group, with a working bee 
(rubbish removal etc.) in the morning, and the after- 
noon spent looking at plants, birds etc. (full 
details on page I9). 


Weekend MARYBOROUGH - campout or day visits 

October I5/I6 Leader: Harvey Rich 
This will be the 1983 Bird Observers Group campout, 
but all members are welcome to join the group for all 
or part of the time. 


‘October 29th-  DALYENONG FLORA RESERVE - campout or day visits. 
November Ist This extended weekend incluses Bendigo Picnic Day 
- (= Melbourne Cup), so can be a four day camp for 
those able to take the Monday off. Details will be 
announced later. 


MAMMAL SURVEY GROUP 


Thursday, 7.30 p.m. at Chris Bunn's Home, 18 Averys Road, 
September I5th Eaglehawk. . 
Annual Meeting. 


BIRD OBSERVERS GROUP 
Friday, Dr. Bill Holsworth will speak to the group about 
October 7th "Bird Migration in North America". The bird of the 
night will be the Grey Butcherbird. 
7.30 p.m. Department of Agriculture, Epsom. 
COMMITTEE MEETING 


Monday, 8.00 p.m. at Chris Bunn's Home, I8 Averys Road, 
September I9th Eaglehawk. 


